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Tony Blair has rejected growing pressure for him to stand down immediately on the grounds that he is a "lame duck" now that Gordon Brown has been confirmed as the next prime minister. Mr Brown insisted he was "perfectly relaxed" about Mr Blair's plans to stay on until 27 June. He dismissed calls by Labour MPs for him to accompany Mr Blair at two important summits of G8 and EU leaders next month. He said it was Mr Blair's right to leave in his own time and attend the meetings but said the two men would talk about Britain's approach to issues raised at the meetings. 
Alistair Darling, the Trade and Industry Secretary and a close ally of Mr Brown, predicted Mr Blair's drawn-out departure would not be repeated. "Personally I'm all in favour of the ancient British tradition, the Prime Minister is there one day, he announces he's going and a new Prime Minister takes over the next day," he told the BBC. "I suspect that will happen in the future." Mr Brown said that he would use his six-week wait to tour Britain to "listen to and learn from" ordinary people and front-line public health and education staff. He said that would be “the best preparation for governing". He will also hold talks with the Civil Service. Although some allies are frustrated, close aides said it would give them time to prepare properly for power. Yesterday, Labour formally confirmed that Mr Brown would be the party's next leader after he won nominations from 313 of Labour's 354 MPs. He said he was "truly humbled" by such overwhelming support, admitting it was "embarrassing". But he said it showed the country "a party united in its determination not to retreat into the past ". In a speech in London, Mr Brown promised "a different type of politics". He said: "My passion is education. My immediate priority is the NHS. My challenges are to provide affordable housing, building safe, secure and sustainable communities and building trust in our democracy."

1. Why do people want Mr Blair to “stand down”?
a. because they don’t like him anymore
b. because a new prime minister has been elected
c. because he doesn’t want to attend the G8 summits
d. because Gordon Brown put pressure on him

2. Do you think Mr Blair should have left immediately after elections? Why?
3.   Until the 27th of June……
      a. Mr Blair and Mr Brown will work together
      b. Mr Blair will continue to work alone
      c. Mr Blair and Mr Brown will not speak to each other
      d. Mr Brown will work on his own

4.   Why was Mr Brown ‘embarrassed’ by the support he got?
5   What is Mr Brown planning to do during his “six week wait”?
       a. he’s going on a sightseeing tour
       b. he’s going to educate his future government
       c. he’s going to relax for a while
      d. he’s going to travel around to meet the British citizens
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An American fan of the Harry Potter books was recently woken by a telephone call from J. K. Rowling inviting him to be one of the few people to interview her about her new book. Emerson Spartz, an 18 year old student from Indiana, was asleep at 9 am when his telephone rang and a Scottish voice said: “Hello Emerson, this is Jo Rowling”. Ms Rowling who has become increasingly reclusive, chose Mr Spartz and Melissa Anelli, a 24 year old reporter from a local New York City newspaper, to be the only people to interview her before the publication of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. She chose them because of her admiration for their fan websites. Mr Spartz runs Mugglenet, a website named after Ms Rowlings term for non magical people, and Ms Anelli is the editorial director of “The Leaky Cauldron”, another highly regarded source of Harry Potter gossip. Ms Rowling has refused to give interviews to British journalists for two years. Her only contact with the media on the release of the new book will be through “reporters” under 25, who will be selected for a “press conference” through competitions, including one in The Times.
Ms Rowling says she was grateful for all the support that she had received from Mr Spartz’s website over the years. Mugglenet, which is run by more than 40 volunteers, features downloads, trivia, pictures and links to other Harry Potter sites. It also has a clock that counts down the days, hours, minutes and seconds until the midnight release date of the sixth and penultimate book in the series. The two selected candidates who will meet and interview Ms Rowling will attend a reading of the new book by the author at Edinburgh castle on July 16. They will each receive a signed copy and have the chance to read it before a press conference only 15 hours later on July 17!

1. Ms Rowling is originally from:
   a. England
   b. Wales
   c. Ireland
   d. Scotland

2. Ms Rowling will give interviews:
    a. to anyone who wants to interview her
    b. to adult reporters who work for important newspapers
    c  only to young people under the age of 25
    d. only to Harry Potter fans

3. How many Harry Potter’s books will there be in the series?
    a. 10
    b.  8
    c.  7
    d.  6


4. What would you ask Ms Rowling if you could interview her?



5. Do you like this type of book? Why? Why not?
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Shops are struggling and starting their sales early, while online shopping is becoming more and more popular. But is it really better? Stepping out into the streets requires energy and often an umbrella. But after spending Saturday on the High Street, I decided it’s more than worth the effort. I got what I wanted, there and then, without having to deal with the confusing Internet order-and-delivery systems. And nothing compares with a bit of human interaction: “What are you looking for love?” You don’t get that kind of chat online. And neither do you get the frank, informal advice that comes from being face-to-face with someone. But of course not all assistants are equally helpful, when I asked one shop assistant if I could buy a pack of socks separately, she said:  “I don’t work on socks.” and walked away. However, at least you’re out there, living and experiencing things. You can touch the cashmere, try the size, judge the colour, smell the perfume and know see exactly what you’re buying.
You just don’t get the same effect from shopping online. I found Internet shopping extremely frustrating. During my search for Christmas presents I was constantly “blocked” by my computer telling me that something was wrong: “the web-site is unavailable”, “homepage can’t be loaded”, “item temporarily out of stock”, “customer service lines busy”, “delivery in 3 weeks’ time” and this went on and on until I got sick and tired of it, logged off and went back to the shops. So what if my shopping experience was a little more expensive than it would have been online? I had my presents instantly and didn’t have to wait for delivery and I was feeling rather in a Christmas spirit too! Ok, my feet hurt, but one can’t have everything! 

1. Real shopping is........than shopping online
a. less tiring
b. more interesting
c. more boring
d. less exciting

2. Do you prefer shopping in town or on the Internet? Why?



3. What is one advantage of shopping in shops?
a. meeting people
b. using money 
c. it’s safer
d. you spend less

4. What is one disadvantage of shopping online?
    a.  it’s cheaper
    b.  it’s more stressful 
    c.  you can’t see or touch what you buy
    d.  it’s more relaxing

5. Would you ever buy something online? Why/Why not?
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Jennifer looks terrified. She’s 18, and this is the first time she’s been away from home without her parents. She and two other volunteers, Carina and Georgie, arrived in Delhi two days ago and are about to meet the children they’ll be teaching for the next month. But before that, they have to have their first walk through the slum – better known as a resettled community. The Rathanjali school is behind a warren of earth and concrete alleys populated by some of Delhi’s poorest inhabitants, their sacred cows, pigs, chickens, dogs and the rest. The open sewers are the worst part; it’s summer and very hot and the smell is awful. But it’s all part of poverty. The pupils at the school are the children of migrant workers, they speak local dialects that aren’t necessarily Hindi, the official language of India. They certainly don’t speak anything but the most rudimentary English. In her first lesson to the eldest of three groups aged six to 14, Carina tries to teach the children about gender: “Repeat after me: I am a girl. He is a boy.” In a month’s time, everyone here, (including the three girls) will have learnt something, even if not much of it is English. The girls are in India as volunteers for GapGuru, the Indian gap year specialists, who organise volunteer projects; paid work placements and adventurous travel options. They also organise homestays with local families, to ensure the young Brits get a good Indian welcome and a decent meal every night after they return from work. But education is the last thing on the minds of the poor in Delhi who need their children to be breadwinners, too. The Rathanjali school has to go out and find its own pupils and pick them up every morning! The school is not only for children but for the whole community, it provides a gym for local boys, training in tailoring for women, a night school for those who work, and a doctor who comes once a month to distribute medicines, vitamins and to give advice on personal hygiene. The concept of a Gap year, of taking a year away from either study or work is unknown to most Indians, but they are fond of many things the British culture has left behind, just as Britain has much to thank India for besides chicken curry.

Please answer the following questions:

1. What is Jennifer terrified of?
a.  Being away from home
b.  Children
c.  Animals
d. The bad smell in Delhi
      2.   What language do most Indians speak?


3. Why are the three girls in Delhi?
a. to help fight poverty
b. they’re on holiday
c. to teach English
d. to work in the country

4. Does a Gap year appeal to you? Why, why not?


5. Why don’t people send their children to school?
a. because the children have to work
b. because they’re lazy
c. because they are not interested
d. because there aren’t any schools
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Tony Blair has been accused of double standards after he refused to comment on the execution of Saddam Hussein after returning from his holiday in Miami. Members of Parliament are demanding a statement from the Prime Minister about the unauthorised filming of the former Iraqi dictator just before he was hanged. They recalled that Mr Blair commented on the deaths of footballers, musicians and disc jockeys as well as speaking for the nation after the death of the Princess of Wales and the Queen Mother. In 1998 he even authorised a campaign for the release from prison of Deirdre R. a character in the ITV soap opera “Coronation Street”! However, after cutting short his holiday by a day, Mr Blair gave TV interviews but reporters were told he would not be speak about any other issues, including Saddam’s death – even though he made a lengthy statement when Saddam was captured in 2003. Members of Parliament will seek to quiz Mr Blair at Prime Minister’s question time when the Commons meet. “Nothing speaks louder than the moral position he occupies with his silence”, says Alan Simpson, Labour MP. “He can comment on the death of celebrities but not on the execution of an enemy.” He clearly has one set of moral rules for his friends! Mr Simpson said that “diplomatically” Britain will pay a heavy cost in the loss of its own standing that is reflected in the Prime Minister’s silence. Mr Blair and Mr Bush could and should have stopped Saddam’s execution but have made a big mistake, helping to turn him “from a tyrant into a martyr, the filming of the hanging was horrible and should not have been permitted. I’m glad the Iraqi authorities are going to have an investigation on it.”

Please answer to the following questions:

1. What surprised the Members of Parliament?
a. That Mr Blair didn’t agree with Saddam’s execution
b. that Mr Blair didn’t react to Saddam’s hanging
c. that Mr Blair approved of Saddam’s execution
d. that Mr Blair came back early from his holiday

2. What was your reaction to Saddam’s hanging?



    3.  The strange thing is that in the past Mr Blair did:
          a. comment on his vacations
          b. comment on the lives of unknown people
          c. comment on the actions of Britain’s enemies
          d. comment on the death of British celebrities

     4.  Do you agree with the Prime Minister’s reaction? Why, why not?



     5. According to Mp Alan Simpson Mr Blair and Mr Bush:
         a. handled the situation well
         b. changed Saddam into a tyrant
         c. did the wrong thing
         d. helped with Saddam’s execution
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With growing investment in China and increasing business ventures with foreign companies, many Chinese are taking crash courses in Western etiquette to make sure nobody does the wrong thing in the board room, and even more importantly, at the dinner table. The most popular class at the Shanghai Institute of Foreign Trade is not about economics or accounting or banking, but etiquette. Over 1,600 students learn how to cut their meat with a knife and fork and how to host foreign colleagues without offending them by eating insects at dinner. While endangered species, internal organs and deep fried insects are considered delicacies in many parts of China, most Westerners think they are disgusting. One Chinese-American etiquette teacher recently commented that if the Chinese want to become members of the global community they have to forget their bad manners and learn to behave in a more civil way. When the People’s Republic was founded, Chairman Mao declared that good manners were a pretension of the middle class and even considered brushing one’s teeth a dangerous Western habit to be avoided at all costs. Over the next 50 years the behaviour of many citizens became so awful that many modern buildings have notices in the lifts asking travellers not to urinate in them. Now, thanks to the new economy and the desire of modern Chinese to behave more like Europeans and Americans, people who didn’t forget their manners during the Peoples’ Revolution have been presented with a wonderful business opportunity. In fact, new etiquette schools are opening across the country to help new yuppies learn how to eat, dress and work in an international environment.

Answer the following questions:

1. The most popular course at the Shanghai Institute teaches students
a) about working in a foreign country
b) how to interact with foreign colleagues
c) how to eat insects and other delicacies correctly
d) how to get a job with an international company

2.An endangered species is:
a) a type of plant or animal that may become extinct
b) a type of plant or animal that is included on the menu of a Chinese restaurant
c) an animal that is dangerous to humans
d) a plant that is poisonous for humans but not for animals

3. Many people are interested in Western behaviour because:
a) the Chinese economy is expanding and they may have to work with Westerners
b) they wish to travel and want to understand how to read menus in English
c) they don’t understand how Westerners can eat with a knife and fork
d) there was no contact with Westerner during the People’s Revolution and they are curious

4. What new business opportunity is available to people with good manners in China?




5.Why do you think Chairman Mao considered Western habits dangerous?



